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1 Kings 3:1-15

For a young man (Solomon was probably about twenty or just a bit older when he was
anointed as king), Solomon has already shown a kind of wisdom or shrewdness in his treatment of
those who were a threat (2:6,9).  But now, the author of Kings confirms that in fact he still lacks a
truly “wise and discerning heart” (3:12).  The new gift of wisdom that he received from the LORD

allowed him to govern more justly, as the story about the two prostitutes illustrates (3:16-28), and it
will, at least for a time, further solidify his reign over a unified nation of Israel.

1. Do you remember dreams, nightmares?  Describe one.
Which of these gifts would give a family member or a best friend: fame; fortune; long

life; something else?  
Which of them would you want for yourself?

2. Why did Solomon marry a Gentile (3:1)?  Solomon made his marriage alliance with
either Siamun or Psusennes II, the last kings of the 21st Egyptian dynasty (the first
Egyptian Pharaoh mentioned by name in the OT is Shishak, 1 Kgs 11:40, 14:25-26, who
established the 22nd Egyptian dynasty, 945 B.C.).  This alliance points to the growing
importance and strength of Israel.  Pharaoh gave his daughter the Canaanite town of
Gezer as a dowry for Solomon (1 Kgs 9:16).  Gezer was located near the crossing of two
primary trade routes.  This allowed both Solomon and Pharaoh to achieve important
economic and political goals.

Should the politics of Israel differ from that of other nations?  Well, what do yo think
about this: “Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy. Do not intermarry
with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your
sons,  for they will turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the
Lord's anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you” (Dt 7:2-4)? 
Therefore, one of the first steps Solomon took as king prefigured his decline and fall.

3. Why were the “high places” built (1 Sam 9:12-14)?  When the Israelites entered the
promised land, they often followed the Canaanite practice of locating their altars on
high hills, even on old Baal sites.  It is clear that God prohibited this use of pagan sites
(Num 33:52; Dt 7:5, 12:23).  It is also clear that altars were to be built only where the
LORD wanted them (Ex 20:24; Dt 12:5,8,13-14).  It is not so clear whether these
numerous altars were forbidden so long as the above conditions were met (1 Kgs
19:10,14).  In Solomon’s time, it seems that these conditions were not being met, and
this would eventually lead to the sin and syncretism (attempt to worship both YAHWEH

God and false gods).
Since there is no temple, what is the problem with Solomon sacrificing at the high places

(3:3)?  Worship at these various sites was apparently considered “normal” despite being
contrary, in some instances, to the Word of God (Jdg 6:24, 13:19, 1Sam 7:17, 9:12-13). 
Normal in human terms does not negate God’s Word, and the author of Kings reminds
his readers that “Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the
statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the
high places.” (3:3).  Turns out, Solomon will never really stop worshiping at the high
places (1 Kgs 11:1-13).
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What was so important about Gibeon as a high place (3:4)?  Gibeon (the residents of
this Canaanite city tricked Joshua into a treaty, Jos 9:3-27) was also almost annihilated
by Saul, 2 Sam 21) and was later given to Benjamin and set apart for the Levites (Jos
18:25; 21:17).  The tabernacle and the ancient bronze altar (1 Chr 21:29; 2 Chr 1:2-6),
salvaged after the destruction of Shiloh by the Philistines (1 Sam 7:1) were there.

4. Why do you think God uses dreams to communicate with people (3:5-15; also Gen 20:3;
Num 12:6-8; Jdg 7:13; Dan 2:4; Mt 1:20, 2:12,22)?  Why not be more direct?  From the
above texts, it is clear that God has acted (and can act) on the mind in a dream.  When
we dream, left brain reason and judgment are for the most part dormant, but right
brain emotions and imagination are active and uncontrolled by linear rational thinking
(think of the wild crazy dreams you’ve had).  Obviously, the more common means of
revelation that God used is that in which left brain logic and understanding are active
and conscious.  But one thing about some of the right brain emotion-driven dreams
you’ve had ... you still remember them, right?  Same thing with stories ... we often
remember stories (parables) more than the teaching, didache, portions of Scripture
because they are processed by the right brain. 

5. Why does Solomon describe himself as “only a little child?”  The birth of Solomon is
generally dated somewhere in the middle of David’s 40 year reign, making him between
20 and 30 year old when he assumed office.  Since his father David reigned until his
death, Solomon obviously lacked experience, and was honest enough to admit it.

6. What is Solomon’s agenda as king?  Contrary to typical concerns of the Nations’
kings — long life, wealth, death of enemies — Solomon’s concern is for “this great
people of [the LORD’s].”

Whose interests does he have at heart and why?

7. What are the kind of prayers/ desires that seem most pleasing to the LORD (3:11-12)? 
Desires for selfless service-minded sacrificial love and faithfulness.  

8. Talk in general about the gift of wisdom the LORD gave Solomon ... How would you
describe it?  First, and significantly, there is no mention of enemies, confirming that
Solomon’s “wisdom” in dealing with Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab and Shimei was more
shrewdness and political savvy, and needed to be replaced with something higher in
order to rule justly.  Second, it is the fear of the LORD that is the beginning of wisdom
(Job 28:28; Ps 111:10; Pro 15:33).  Third, this wisdom is a supernatural gift from God. 
It is not innate and it’s not acquired by patient hard work, study and self-discipline (as
taught in much of Proverbs and in 1 Kings 4:29-34).  As the recipient of this gift,
Solomon was unparalleled in Israel’s history — “I will give you a wise and
understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever will have!” (3:12) — as
Hezekiah was unparalleled in trust (2 Kgs 18:5) and Josiah in following God’s Law (2
Kgs 23:25).

What else does God promise Solomon?  “Riches and honor” (3:13-14).  
How come?  While God doesn’t adopt an if/ then statement of promise for

riches, health, success, happiness to those who trust Him, He gives us what we
need, and the Truth Is, from His wondrous loving generous grace, He delights to
bless us!  And, if we put His kingdom, His interests, and His principles first (Mt
6:31-33), things will often go well for us.  Work hard, save money, live
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responsibly, we may well acquire some money.  Eat right, exercise, avoid
destructive behaviors, and we may well be healthy.  Love your spouse and kids
with agape, spend quality and quantity time, worship together, you may well
have a happy family life.  Setting our sights on riches, popularity, power will
only leave us dissatisfied because even if we get the things we crave, we’ll still
want more.  Remaining in Jesus is where our real satisfaction is found.

The LORD offers this condition to Solomon: “If you walk in My ways and obey My
statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life” (3:14).  How do
you think Solomon will do?  Unfortunately, Solomon did not remain faithful to the
Covenant as his father David had (1 Kgs 11:6), and he didn’t live to be much more than
60 (1 Kgs 11:42).

9. What saying of Jesus echos this?  “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well” (Mt 6:33).

10. Why does Solomon worship and throw a party (3:15)?  In gratitude to God for His
great blessing.  He stood before the ark because it was a symbol of God’s relationship
with Israel.

11. Where have you gained the most wisdom in your life: experience; education; God’s
Word; from others?

12. Has God’s will and Word ever come to you in a dream?  
How does He usually convey His will to you?

13. Whose interests are near and dear to your heart?
Do your own needs weigh heavy?
Are you ever so concerned for others that you forget to take care of yourself?
Does anyone have your needs and interests at heart?

1 Kings 3:16-28

14. In what way(s) are you considered wise?

15. Why should the new king worry about a dispute among prostitutes?  It was possible for
Israelites (and others with the nation) to bypass lower judicial officials (Dt 16:18) and
appeal directly to the king (2 Kgs 8:3; 2 Sam 15:2).  In addition, Near Eastern kings
were expected to rule in special cases and appeals (2 Sam 14:4-21; 15:1-6), and were
therefore, directly responsible to the people.

What made this case of the baby and two prostitutes so difficult?  These women
lived in the same house (brothel — they were common in ancient Near Eastern
cities).  Because identifying the father was impossible, it would be similarly
impossible to identify the child’s identity. 

16. What does Solomon know about mothers, and what is he testing for in this case?  He
knew about a mother’s sacrificial love and compassion, and he used a legal tradition of
the ancient near East — if a judge could not determine who owned a disputed piece of
property, he would divide it evenly between them (Ex 21:35) — to test them for it.
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17. How would this case have been solved in a modern court?  DNA testing.

18. Would/ did this story fill you with “awe” (3:28)?
Why was Israel so impressed?  This decision demonstrated what God had done for

Solomon — the LORD gave Solomon “a discerning heart in administering justice.”

19. Do you pursue wisdom?  How so?
God gave Solomon a “wise and discerning heart.”  What was Solomon’s responsibility in

this?  To apply that wisdom to all aspects of his life — wise governance and in running
his household/ personal life.

How would you define “wisdom?”  The ability to discern what is best and right, and
the strength of character to act upon that knowledge.  It is one think to know what is
right and true, and another thing completely to act upon that knowledge.

20. What has been the toughest question/ decision you have faced so far this year?
What tipped you in the direction you took: feelings; someone(s) advice; circumstances;

insight that just came — i.e., the Lord?

21. Are you considered compassionate?  What inspires your compassion?
What have you noticed tends to close your heart toward others?


