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2 Samuel 7:1-17

This portion of Samuel, with its Messianic promise, is key in the History of Redemption.  The Lord promises to make one family, that of David, the representative of His people forever.  Without using the word “covenant,” in these verses (7:8-17) the Davidic Covenant is detailed. Ethan the Ezrahite, a Levite renown for his wisdom, wrote of the Lord’s covenant with David in his Psalm: “I will sing of the Lord's great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations ... You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant,’” (Ps 89:1-3).  Chronologically, the victories recorded in 8:1-14 probably preceded the events of this chapter.  But, the writer of Samuel arranged his material topically.  Chapter 6 records the bringing of the Ark to Jerusalem, and chapter 7 tells of David’s desire to build a Temple in Jerusalem in which to house the Ark.

1. 

What opportunity(ies) have you had that your parents never did?


What do you want your kids to have that you never did?

2. 

What was David wanting to do and why?  Did it make sense?  It was common in the ancient Near East for a king to build a temple to honor his god.  But much more than custom was at play in David’s heart.  Filled with gratitude for the Lord since He had “settled [him] in his palace and had given him rest from all his enemies,” he likely reasoned that if the Lord only had a tent but he had a cedar palace, it may create the impression that he was the real king.  So, David’s plan seemed reasonable — his palace represented an established presence, and likewise, David wanted a Temple to represent the Lord’s established presence. 
3. 

Who is Nathan and what is his role?  He is a prophet through whom God communicated His will, laws and plans.  The Lord used a variety of means to communicate with His people including the Urim and Thummin that were stored on the breastpiece of the high priest (Ex 28:30).  God made certain that prophets were alive and active during the reign of each of the kings of Israel/ Judah, though many kings would refuse to listen.  In earlier years, judges and priests had the role of prophets. Samuel served as judge, priest, and prophet, bridging the gap between the period of the judges and the monarchy.




How prophetic is Nathan’s initial counsel (7:3)?  David’s plan seemed reasonable to Nathan, but he was quick to reverse himself when the Lord (7:4). Nathan is no flatterer (12:7-14). 
4. 

Any significance to the Lord referring to David as, “My servant” (7:5)?  The Lord’s reference to David as “My servant” puts him in select company, which includes Abraham (Gen 26:24), Moses (Num 12:7,8; Dt 34:5), Caleb (Num 14:24), and Joshua (Jos 24:29).
5. 

What is the Lord’s attitude regarding David’s desire to build Him a “house of cedar” (7:5-7)?  God has accompanied His people throughout their wanderings (7:6-7).  Not until He has planted them in their place (7:10) and they enjoy “rest” (7:11) that surpasses what they already have under David (v. 1) will He allow a permanent house to be built for His name (7:13).
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6. 

Why does the Lord remind David of his indebtedness (8-9)?   Through His intervention, guidance and protection, the Lord has shaped David’s entire life.  This fact more than any human quality accounted for David’s persistent and circuitous rise to power, and Saul’s  decline and demise.  Therefore, even though David will not build the Temple, he can trust that what the Lord has in store will be more than satisfying.
7. 

Why doesn’t the Lord allow David to build His temple?  Yahweh wants David to unify and lead Israel, and to destroy its enemies.  This great task would take many lives (1 Chron 28:3) and the Lord did not want His Temple built by a warrior.

How is the Lord’s refusal to allow David to “build a House for His Name” an “infinitely” better blessing?  God promised to continue the house of dynasty of David “forever.” 

What is delightfully ironic in the Lord’s response to David’s desire?  David wanted to build a house for the Lord; the Lord responds by declaring His intention to build David’s house such that it lasts forever.

How is this all possible since David’s dynasty essentially ended with the destruction of Judah and the deposing of the last king of Israel, Zedekiah in 586 b.c.?  The complete and final fulfillment of the Lord’s covenant with David is found in the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the “Son of David” (Mt 9:27, 20:30-31).  Isaiah foretold One Who would rule “from the throne of His ancestor David for all eternity” (Isa 9:7) and called Him the “shoot” growing “out of the stump of David’s family” (Isa 11:1).  Four NT references reveal Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment of the promises made to David by referring directly to 2 Sam 7 (Lk 1:32-33; Acts 2:29-31, 13:22-23; Heb 1:5).  The NT opens (Mt 1:1) and closes (Rev 22:16) with mention of Jesus as the Son of David, the successor to his throne.
8. 

What did the Lord mean when He said about Solomon, “I will be his father, and he will be My Son” (7:14) and what is exciting about it?  It is a promise of a special relationship that the Lord will offer to the Davidic kings (Ps 2:7; 89:18-37), and it is ultimately perfectly realized in Jesus (Mk 1:11; Acts 13:33; Heb 1:5).

What did the Lord mean when He said about Solomon, “When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men” (7:14) and what is exciting about it?  As a Father, the Lord will discipline the royal son when he does wrong, but His covenantal love will never be taken away from him.  Though the punishment is severe, extending even to the loss of land and temple (1 Kgs 9:6-9), God’s promise to establish forever the throne of David cannot fail.  This promise again is understood ultimately in Messianic terms, in the Son of God, Who never sinned, yet endured the punishment of the Lord (Heb 4:15, 5:8, 12:1-11).

If you are David, what blessing of God is best?  God’s blessing on the House of David “forever” means that in spite of his and his heir’s sin, God would “never take away His love” (7:15).
9. 

What would you call this interaction that the Lord had with David through the prophet Nathan?  It was Yahweh’s reaffirmation of His covenant with His people through David — the Davidic Covenant.  Some refer to this as the ideological summit of the entire Old Testament.  It takes up promises God made to Adam in His covenant of grace by promising a Savior (Adamic, Gen 3:15); to Abraham and his seed (Abrahamic, Gen 12:1-3, 17:16); to Moses and all Israel at Sinai (Mosaic, Ex 3:15; Dt 7:7-8, 9:5-6), and sets them squarely on David.  It also produces the Messianic hope that would
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 become a dominant thread in Israel’s faith both before and after the exile.  The failure of the Israelites to respond faithfully to the Lord’s covenants showed the need for a New Covenant that would include the power for faith and faithfulness (Jer 31:31-34, 32:38-40; Gen 17:7; Ex 6:7, 29:45-46; Lev 11:44-45, 26:12).  God’s covenants with Israel were preparation for the coming of God Himself, in the person of His Son, to fulfill all His promises, and to give substance to the shadows cast by the types (Isa 40:10; Mal 3:1; Jn 1:14; Heb 7-10). Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the New Covenant, offered Himself as the true and final sacrifice for sin. He obeyed the law perfectly, and as the Second Adam (second representative head of the human race) He became the Inheritor, with those united with Him by faith, of all the covenant blessings of peace and fellowship with God in His renewed creation.  The temporary symbolic Old Testament arrangements for imparting those blessings became obsolete when what they anticipated was realized.  Through Jesus, God inaugurated a better version of His one eternal covenant with sinners (Heb 13:20) — a better covenant with better promises (Heb 8:6), based on a better sacrifice (Heb 9:23) offered by a better High Priest in a better sanctuary (Heb 7:26-8:6, 11,13,14). This better covenant guarantees a better hope than had ever been made explicit by the former version of the covenant — glory with God in “a better country, that is, a Heavenly one” (Heb 11:16).
10. 

When have circumstances or events gone contrary to what you would perceive as “reasonable” sense such that they seemed “unreasonable,” and how did you react?

11. 

What long-lasting promise(s) keep you going?

12. 

What life dreams or goals are you beginning to see will not be accomplished by you?  


When God says “No” to your plans or ideas, are you inclined to feel that He has rejected not only your plans but you as well?  Has He?  So, what do you do in response?


2 Samuel 7:18-29
13. 

How do you react to a compliment?

14. 

Where do you think David went to “sit before the Lord”?  Most likely in the “tent that David had pitched (6:17), presumably in front of the Ark, the symbol of the Lord’s presence (Ex 25:22, 30:6; Dt 10:8; Jos 6:8).  It was not usual to sit while praying (Dt 10:7).

To which of God’s promises does David respond (7:18-19)?  God’s promises to his family and to himself.

What do you think ... “Is this Your (God’s) usual way of dealing with man, O Sovereign Lord”?  This is a short phrase in Hebrew — “and this [is] the torah [law; instruction] of man” could be translated as a declarative statement, such as, “this shall be the charter of humankind.”  Bottom line: sovereign grace is the way of God.
15. 

What was David doing and what did he mean when he said, “For you know your servant, O Sovereign Lord. For the sake of Your Word and according to Your will, You have done this great thing and made it known to Your servant.  He was emphasizing the Lord’s sovereignty in everything ... especially the relationship he enjoyed with God.  God made His promises to him with full knowledge of David’s faith and heart as well as his sin
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and failure.  And, it was the Lord’s will, rather than David’s ambition, that had enabled David to do great things.  The great ongoing tragedy of our sinfulness and of the influence of the fallen world is to ignore or miss the “great things” God does for us. Another aspect of His grace to us is His willingness to repeatedly “make it known.”
16. 

How would you describe Israel’s relationship to God here?  Israel’s unique blessing had nothing to do with her own achievements, but is the result of God’s electing love and His own sovereign purposes (Dt 7:6-8, 9:4-5; 1 Sam 12:22; Neh 9:10; Isa 63:12; Jer 32:20-21).
17. 

Why does David want so badly to see God’s promise “kept forever” (25-26)?  It is a reflection of David’s heartfelt desire to see God glorified.
18. 

How does God’s action and character give David courage to pray like this?  The Lord’s love and grace compel David’s love and praise.  
19. 

Why does David ask God to do what God has already promised to do?  It is an expression of agreement with, belief in and praise for what God has promised.
20. 

How do you respond to the promises of your trustworthy God?

